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To: School Food Service Directors/Managers 
 
From: Paula Tyner-Doyle, Coordinator 
 
Date: September 2013 
 
Subject: Child Nutrition Database Release 17 
 
 
The Child Nutrition Database Release 17 (CN17) was made available at the Healthy Meals 
Resource System website on August 5, 2013.  Computer software companies with software 
approved by the Department of Agriculture (USDA) for Nutrient Analysis are required to 
update their software with CN17.   This release can be downloaded by visiting: 
http://healthymeals.nal.usda.gov/cndatabase.html. 
 
The CN Database is an integral part of the nutrient analysis software approved by USDA.   
We expect software companies with USDA-approved software to incorporate CN17 into 
their products and to make the new version of the software available to current users no 
later than November 8, 2013.  Anyone who does not receive an update with the current CN 
Database by November 8, 2013 should contact his or her software company.    
 
The following chart provides a snapshot of the content of CN17 and a summary of new and 
updated items: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is important to note that school food manufactures may also visit the CN Database 
website at: http://healthymeals.nal.usda.gov/cndatabase.html to add and/or update the 
nutrient information for the products they make available to the school market place.  All 
new and updated nutrient information will be included with the next annual springtime 
release of the CN Database.     
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CN17 Content Total in Category New / Updated 

Active Food Items 12,578 844 New / 552 Updated 

Standard Reference Food Items 3,598 440 New / 156 Updated 

Food Industry Items 8,453 303 New / 228 Updated 

USDA Standardized Recipes 288 30 New / 0 Updated 

USDA [commodity] Food Items 239 71 New / 168 Updated 

Nutrient Values 198,402 25,106 New / 33,469 Updated 

http://healthymeals.nal.usda.gov/cndatabase.html
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Additionally, please note that the following programs have been removed from the list of 
USDA-approved software found here: http://healthymeals.nal.usda.gov/menu-
planning/nutrient-analysis-software-approved-usda/nutrient-analysis-software-approved-
use.    
 
Programs Removed from Website: 
CN Menus 
LunchBox 
Meal Tracker Menu Planning Solutions 
PRIMA: Production, Recipes, Inventory, and Menu Analysis 
WinSNAP 
 
Please contact Tim Vázquez at (703) 305-2609, if you have any questions or if you 
determine that a software company is not updating their software to include the CN17 
database within the required time frame.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is 
derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department.  (Not all prohibited 
basis will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 
 
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Form, found online at 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request a form.  You may also write a letter containing all of the information 
requested in the form.  Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Washington, D.C.  20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov. 
 
Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities, may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish). 
 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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