
ilrorlatnatton 
Wbetean', the Emp ire State places the highcsr priority on the health and well-being of our chiJJn:n, and strive:> lO encou rage youth to 

develop Sil\a rt lifclonl-{ h;abits - including an au'arencss and m'dcrstauding of proper nutriti.on , a hea lthy and well-balanced d iet, a nd a com milmt.·nt 
LO posiLivt: choi<..:«.:8 - ;•JI or which help to ensure.,_ long and. pro<luclive life; au<l 

WbereaS', ou r Slate's sc hools provide au cxccllcut vt;:11uc t.11rough which to inc:re:.tsc the amount aod v:1ricty of farm pro<lucts ofkrcd to 
chil<lten as hcnlthicr meal option s and, this year, "Farm to School !Vlomh 11 is bdngcelehratcd throughout the entire month of October, kicked off 
by "Farm to Yo u Fest Weck/' an annual celt"bration of local food ;:tnd :1gric ulmrc; and 

Wberea~> th1.· New York Sratt· Farm 10 School Progr ~-tm was c reated to con11ecr schoo ls "";tn local fam1s and food producers to 

strcagtbcu lucal agri~ulturt.:, impt:un; stu<lt.:nt hcalth1 an<l promote rct;ional food l.))l8lcms awarcne~s; diie pro~ram helps school&, farms, 
distributors, aud othC'r supporting organizations provide students with nutritious, delicious, seasonally varied mc;d s from foods produced by local 
farms ;.and food prO<.' cs:>ors; and 

WbereaS, the F~lt'tn to School Program serves yo uth from Pr<."-K 1hro11gh the 1211. Grade, and it.'I go3ls :.i re to he lp ~chooh procure dnd 
sen: ~ healthy, loc~lly g rown food s Lo swde nu; , and ah;o 10 ~ng~tge students through field trips to luc:tl farm s anJ farmers' m:.ttkl·ts, participation 
in food-producing s<.:hool g ardcnsi an<l through rclatc<l curriculum suc h as t4Agriculc.urc in the Classroom,'; and 

'WlJe.reaS, rite Fam• to School Program enables schools and school districts to incorporate local fo od in to their m eals; across >Jew York 
S t:..lc , llicsc progr~ns I.ave hct..·n aw;1r<lcd funding- to help iw.: reasc lhc use of hc1lthy, locally gro\\.'ll foods on sc::hool menus; and 

'Wfierea%, New York Stale produces a wide rnngc of cropi;, !)UCh as fruits and vtgctabks, <.lricU fruits, herbs, an<l spk:cs, which r.u1k 
high nationally in term$.! ofproducrion and economic value; an additional educational component of the Fam1 to School Program is an to increase 
students' knowk:dge of, a u J pn~fcrern.:c for, locally ptodu~t:d farm products; and 

W{Jerta:S', since 2015, NYS haa allocated $850,000 fot the NYS Department of .Agriculture ai1d MarkC' tS Fam1 to School grant progr-.un; 
the New York State Offi ce of General Services recently announ ced that school districts across the state have m ade a commhmcnt to dedicate :.i. 

minimutn of $2.5 million in U.S. Department of Agriculture funds toward the federal agency's PiJot Project for the Procurement of Unprocessed 
Fruits 01nt.l Vcgct<tb les tludug tlic 2016-17 'AC:.l.Jcwic year, reprc~c11tiug a 400 pcrccht increase ovct the SSOOiOOO L:Ommitment by schools in 2015-16 
for the pilot, mlministcrcd by OGS on behalf of New York StJ.tc; and 

'WbereaB, all ~c:w Yo(kcro arc cncourag:c<l to work toward tht: b'U<llti of this ob scrvam.:l' whid1 i ~ i> u p p ortcd by the N ew York St41.te 
0<.-parnnenr of Agric ulture & Mark<"tS Farm to School Prog r::im, the" NC"w York Sta re Education Ocpartmcnl Child Nutri ti on Program, the ~cw 
York School N utrition Association, amJ the many parlnetb'. on the New York Fann tu Sdmol CuonL11:.tli11g- Com111ith:1.:, a3 we ~re fu lly com111iucd 
to our children and co cnsuting their well-being rhrough '-vise and nutritious food choices, a sensible and balanced dicr, !.!: lo ng with µhysic:J.l fi mcstt 
aud overall healthy lifcstyk; 

,11iob:J, 'Otbetefore, 11 Andrr-w l\f. C.unmo, Gn\.·emor of 1hc S 1::1it c of New York, do hctchy proclaim October 2016 as 

FARM TO SCHOOL MONTH 
in lh1,.: Empire Stale. 

Q1'j i b en u nde r my hand and rhc Privy Seal of the State 

at rh c C~lpirol in thr: C.ity nf Alhany thi s seventh Jay 

o f Octo ber in the year two tho u sand sixteen. 

<§ouernor
/ 

w~ v.q~ 
Secretary ro 1hc: Guvl'nwr 

http:progr-.un
http:nutriti.on
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