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Local Food for Schools Cooperative Agreement Program (LFS) Questions and Answers 
 

1. What are allowable uses of the LFS funds?  
 
LFS funds are available only to School Food Authorities (SFA) operating the National School Lunch 
Program (NSLP) to purchase unprocessed or minimally processed domestic and local food from 
local or regional producers, as defined in the LFS Request for Application. SFAs may use LFS 
funding to pay direct costs associated with food storage and distribution of LFS purchased food. 
 
Use the chart below to help determine what food items are considered unprocessed and/or 
minimally processed. 

 
Allowable Unprocessed/Minimally Processed Food Unallowable Foods considered to be Processed 

Minimal processing states and/or forms: 
 

• whole, cut, pureed, etc.  
•  fresh, frozen, canned, dried, etc. 

 
Examples of allowable foods:  

• fluid milk (unflavored and flavored) 
• Other dairy foods such as cheese and yogurt (unflavored 

and flavored) 
• fruits and vegetables (including 100% juices)  
• grain products such as pastas and rice  
• meats (whole, pieces, or food items such as ground 

meats)  
• meat alternates such as beans or legumes 

Significantly processed or prepared: 
 

• Pre-made/ready to eat foods 
 
 
Examples of unallowable foods: 

• pre-made pizza 
• chicken nuggets  
• breads, muffins, crackers  
• pre-packaged sandwiches 
• pre-packaged/ready to eat meals 

 

 
2. Can LFS funds be used for direct or indirect costs associated with administering the program?  

 
No. SFAs may not use the LFS funds to pay direct or indirect costs associated with developing or 
administering the program.  
 
Funds may be used to cover the costs of storage and distribution of agricultural products to 
schools however, the expectation of this program is for SFAs to spend awarded funds on food 
purchases. 

 
3. Who can SFAs purchase allowable food from using LFS funds?  

 
Eligible beneficiaries of purchases include those involved in the production and distribution of 
local domestic food. Contracts should be awarded to farmers, producers, processors, or 
distributors of local domestic product that meet the definition of a local or regional producer. 
 
Local or regional producers are farmers, ranchers, producer, processors or distributors and other businesses 
involved in food production or distribution that are located in the state or within 400 miles of the delivery 
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destination. To be considered “local or regional”, the producer or supplier headquarters must be in the same 
state or within 400 miles of the delivery destination. 
 

4. What is the definition of local and regional food? 
 
Locally and Regionally Produced Food means food that is raised, produced, aggregated, stored, processed, 
and distributed in the locality or region where the final product is marketed to consumers, so that the total 
distance that the product travels between the farm or ranch where the product originates and the point of 
sale to the end consumer is at most 400 miles, or both the final market and the origin of the product are within 
the same state or territory. 
 

5. How can SFAs operating with a Food Service Management Company (FSMC) or a meal vendor use LFS 
funds? 
 
LFS funds are sub awarded directly to the SFA and must be used by the SFA to purchase 
unprocessed or minimally processed domestic and local food from eligible beneficiaries. 
 
Eligible beneficiaries of purchases include those involved in the production and distribution of 
local domestic food. Therefore, LFS funds may not be paid to FSMCs or to meal vendors.   
 
SFAs that contract with a FSMC or that receive food from a meal vendor, may use LFS funds 
separately to procure allowable food from eligible beneficiaries for use in the school meals 
programs.   
 

6. May SFAs use emergency procurement protocols to achieve their purchasing goals?  
 
As with all Child Nutrition Program purchases, SFAs are required to follow all federal, State and 
local procurement requirements and regulations. As a reminder, federal regulations at 2 CFR 200 
includes the provision to allow the utilization of emergency noncompetitive procurements during 
a public emergency. 
 

7. Are there procurement resources available?  
 
Yes. Information on Farm to School and proper procurement practices can be found here:  
 
• Procurement Information | Child Nutrition | NYSED 
• Farm to School Resources | Food and Nutrition Service (usda.gov) 
• Farm to School Training & Guidance | Child Nutrition | NYSED 
• Cornell Cooperative Extension Farm to School Website   

 
8. When do the LFS funds have to be spent by? 

 
SFAs must spend the LFS funds by February 2024. 

9. How will SFAs target small businesses and socially disadvantaged farmers/producers?  

SFAs are required to target purchases from small business and socially disadvantaged 
farmers/producers to the extent practicable. 

http://www.cn.nysed.gov/content/procurement-information
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cfs/farm-school-resources
http://www.cn.nysed.gov/content/farm-school-training-guidance
https://cals.cornell.edu/cornell-cooperative-extension/join-us/new-york-state-farm-school
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Awarded SFAs will be connected with a Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) Farm to School 
Coordinator who will assist the SFA in targeting purchases and in finding local producers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this 
institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual 
orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should 
contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice 
and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-
Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter 
addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of 
the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature 
and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: 
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3.email: 
program.intake@usda.gov 
  

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 
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